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 Our Mission  

The mission of Holly Grove Christian Church is to attempt to be the eyes, ears, hands, and feet of Jesus,  

as we serve our community and share His love.  
  

Bits from Bob (Life Interrupted!) 
The journey through another year is quickly coming to an end. Thanksgiving and Christmas are right around the corner. As I was 

contemplating my next article for the newsletter, a thought came to mind about times and plans made interrupted by life. I am sure it is the 

same for you. 

One such occasion for me was when my father was in Retreat for the Sick Hospital in Richmond. My dad had been fighting cancer for ten 

years and our family was praying for a miracle. About the same time, the company I worked for was telling me that I had to leave for a 

business trip in North Carolina for a week. Needless to say, I didn’t want to go and informed my supervisor of the situation and that I was 

the only sibling nearby.  “Sorry,” he replied, “There is nothing I can do, you must go.” 

With each passing day my dad was getting weaker and weaker. The doctor informed us that my father could pass any time now and that he 

was in God’s hands. And then life happened. On the morning I was to leave for Greensboro, NC our phone rang at 5:00 AM. It was my mom 

saying she had just received a call from the hospital and that my father had passed. 

I was conflicted in my emotions. Firstly, I was glad I did not have to go on the trip and yet I was saddened that my dad had passed away. As 

the doctor had said, “It was in God’s hands.” 

Life interrupted happens to each of us. Our schedules and plans are turned aside. Our excitement and expectations are quashed. The 

apostle Paul shares a scripture that we can hold onto when life interrupted comes into our lives. 

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.”  

Romans 8:28 

Paul is not saying that all the things that happen to us in life are good, but it does mean regardless of what the circumstances of life bring, 

God is in control. 

In the midst of life’s trials and interruptions, it is sometimes difficult to understand why these things are happening, but we can find rest 

and comfort in the promise that God will work it all out for good. 

Continue to make your plans and look forward to this festive season that is now upon us. I pray that your heart is full of thanks for all of 

your blessings and that your mind is set on the preparation for the coming of Jesus during this Advent Season. 

God Bless You All, 

Bobby 

Cell phone # 804-896-0631/Email Address: boblane5@aol.com/Address: 2806 Portsmouth St., Hopewell, VA 23860  



Announcements   

▪   The Christian Youth Fellowship 

(CYF) will participate in the CROP Hunger Walk on 

Nov. 7th. They invite everyone to participate in this 

Hunger walk for Church World Services. This 

year’s walk can either be done remotely, virtually 

or in person in Richmond. Associate Pastor Andy 

Rose plans on meeting the group at 1:00 p.m. at 

Shalom Farms Northside, 1313 Westwood Avenue, 

Richmond for the walk. Anyone who wishes to be a 

part of the team or donate to the CROP walk team 

can do so with cash, a check made payable to 

CWS/CROP, or online at this link: CROP Hunger 

Walk - Holly Grove Christian Youth Fellowship.  

Their goal to reach is $1,500.00 to help this great 

cause! The group also placed another Library Box 

up, this time at the Church, and had their second 

“Family Fun Night” giving the community great fun 

with raising $205.00 for the Louisa Resource 

Council. Keep up the great work CYF kids! 

▪ Our Holly Grove Crafters’ have been making 

beautiful creations for the Louisa Santa Council 

this year. The group plans to display them on  

Nov. 7th and they will be blessed before the items 

are delivered.  

▪ We are helping our sister church, Springfield 

Christian in Rockville, with a Blankets and Socks 

Drive again this year through Nov. 7th by collecting 

gently used or new blankets, new men’s, and 

women’s heavy socks, sleeping bags and lap  

blankets. They are also collecting gloves, scarves, 

winter hats, coats, jackets, hand and foot warmers, 

toiletries, mylar thermal blankets (sold online) and 

umbrellas. These items will be given to those in 

need in the Richmond area and will be distributed  

at the Community Thanksgiving Feast and to  

approximately 20 homeless and senior centers. 

There will be a plastic container in the vestibule 

for donations. Pastor Andy will deliver to 

Springfield on November 13th.  

▪ Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes are due 

Sunday, November 14th. Abby Gorman is 

coordinating this special ministry along with the 

help of our Christian Youth Fellowship (CYF). 

Together, they will be collecting and preparing 

shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child. The 

mission of Operation Christmas Child is to 

demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to needy 

children around the world, and together with the 

local church worldwide, to share the Good News of 

Jesus Christ. Details of this ministry can be viewed 

at https://www.samaritanspurse.org/occ. As a church 

family, we hope to pack shoeboxes with toys, art  

 

supplies, personal items, and most of all with  

Jesus' love that can impact the life of a needy  

child. No Candy or toothpaste this year please. The 

shoeboxes are in the vestibule and the 

labels/instruction leaflets are on the table when  

you walk in the front door. You can either pack your  

own shoebox or you can use the shoeboxes that are 

available or either donate items and the youth will 

prepare the shoebox for you. There is a $9.00 

fee to send each box so if you would like to 

donate towards the postage/processing that 

would be helpful also and please make check 

payable to Samaritan’s Purse. If any questions, 

contact Abby at (804) 814-6484. The CYF will be 

staying after Church on Nov. 14th to prepare the 

boxes for delivery. 

▪ Our next bi-monthly board meeting will be on 

Wednesday, November 17th at 7:00 p.m. in the 

fellowship hall. If you have a concern or idea, come, 

and join us.  

▪ Our Missions Committee will be preparing 

Thanksgiving baskets for shut-ins in the 

community. If you know of someone you would like 

for them to deliver a basket to, please give the 

person’s name to Dana Crawford or Suzanne 

Bowman. The group would also be appreciative for 

donations of items such as small boxes of raisins, 

packs of gum/mints or small individual packages of 

crackers or cookies to go with the fresh fruit. You 

can leave the items on the bench in the vestibule. 

The committee will be meeting on Friday, 

November 19th at 6:00 p.m. to prepare the baskets. 

▪ The Pruners will be giving out “Christmas Meal 

Boxes” this year on Saturday, December 18th  

for those patrons that visit the food pantry. The 

boxes will have either a turkey or ham and the 

fixings. If you would like to help with this ministry, 

there will be a container on the table near the 

front door beginning November 14th through 

December 5th if you would like to give a donation 

and help make Christmas a little more special for 

those community families. If you would like to help 

the Pruners, see, or email Dianne at 

dianne.montgomery1949@gmail.com.  

▪ This Christmas season, we will be giving to the Fair 

Winds Group Home for Boys that is located in our 

community. The group home’s wish is to receive 

Walmart gift cards in amounts of $10 or $20 each. 

You can also give cash and we will buy the gift card 

for you. There will be a container on the table in 

the vestibule beginning November 14th through 

December 5th if you would like to help. 

▪ With questions on reserving the church, fellowship 

hall or gazebo, please contact Tammy Mayo, Vice 

Chairman.  
 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/holly-grove-christian-youth-fellowship
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/holly-grove-christian-youth-fellowship
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/occ


 

▪ Mark your calendar for Dec. 12th for 

this special afternoon event! Beginning at 4:00 p.m., 

we will be having a live nativity on the corner at 

church, then at 5:00 p.m. we will have soup, chili, 

bread and desserts and Santa will come and meet 

with the children in the gazebo (weather 

permitting). More details to come in the bulletin.  

▪ Our Christian Women’s Fellowship (CWF) meets on 

the second Wednesday night of the month at 7:00 

p.m. for study and worship. The group schedules 

various service projects monthly. For November, 

the group will be giving a donation to the Fluvanna 

Women’s Correctional Facility (Grace Inside). For 

December, the group will give donations to the 

Food Pantry and gift cards to Fair Winds Group 

Home for Boys. If you would like to help with these 

projects or join the CWF group, please see Patricia 

Hicks, President if you have any questions. 

▪ Kristy Trayer will be participating in a 

St. Jude Fundraiser in December. She is raising 

funds and all proceeds go directly to help families 

that come to this wonderful children’s research 

hospital. If you would like to help her achieve her 

fundraising goal, go to Kristy’s Facebook page, and 

click on the link or you can write a check to St. 

Jude and give to her by Dec. 14th, and she will see 

that it goes to St. Jude. If you should have any 

questions, contact Kristy at (804) 690-1702. 

▪ Many of you enjoyed Hanover Harmony, the 

all-men’s Christian choral group that performed 

recently at our church. If you would like to hear 

them again, they will be performing on Sunday, 

December 5th at 4:00 p.m. at the Ashland Center 

located behind the Iron Horse Restaurant in 

Ashland. Closer to home, King’s Cadence, a men’s 

quartet will be performing at Hopeful Baptist 

Church on Saturday, November 6th at 6:00 p.m. 

Hopefully you can go and enjoy an evening of 

wonderful music! 

▪ The Our Daily Bread devotional booklets for 

December/January/February and our Advent 

devotionals to enjoy during the Christmas season 

will be in the vestibule on the table as you walk in 

the front door before November 28th. Pick up 

copies and enjoy some quiet time with God.  

▪ We will again have the Christmas Card 

Exchange here at the church beginning Dec. 5th!  

Tammy Smith will hang the stockings in the  

 

 

Sunday school hallway so you can bring your 

Christmas cards and stuff them in the stockings 

for those you want to give to and then check your 

stocking to see how many cards you’ve received 

from others. That way you save on postage! If you 

are new to the church and would like to participate, 

please give a large stocking with your name on it to 

Tammy or Cindy Wilson and they will make sure it is 

hung in the hallway. 

▪ If you are not able to attend church, be on the 

lookout for Associate Pastor Andy Rose’s weekly 

email with the Sunday morning sermon. He will be 

sending out “The Message” video periodically, so we 

look forward to that!  

▪ If you would like to receive our weekly emails and 

are not on the email list, please give Cindy your 

information at bccawilson@yahoo.com or call or 

text (804) 357-4412 and you will be added to the 

church email list.  

▪ If you would like a church t-shirt, we still have ten 

left. They are in the Pastor’s office and are $15.00 

each. There is a box to leave cash or a check to 

Gwen Rose. 

▪ If you would like to give a monetary donation to the 

church, you can give at the Sunday service or 

safely give online via Givelify @ 

https://giv.li/w063gb or on our website @ 

https://www.hollygrovechristian.com/.   

▪ If your birthday or anniversary is not on the 

calendar, please let Cindy Wilson know, so you can 

be included and celebrated!  
 

Weddings  
Congratulations to Josh and Wendy Mann on their wedding 

that took place on Sunday, September 5th in North Carolina. 

Josh is Carolyn Mann’s son.  

 

Also, congratulations to Abby Gorman and Josh Brown on 

their marriage that took place at Holly Grove Christian 

Church on Saturday, October 23rd. Abby is the daughter of 

JD and Rhonda Gorman. 

 

We wish both these beautiful couples a lifetime full of love, 

laugher, and happiness!  
  

New Baby  
Congratulations to Clark and Katie Wilson on the birth of 

their son Riley Clark Wilson born on September 8th. He 

weighed 8 lbs., 13 oz. and was 21 1/4 inches long. He was 

welcomed home by his big brother Wyatt, his excited 

grandparents Byron and Cindy Wilson and thrilled great-

grandmother Carolyn Bagby. We wish them lots of joy! 

    

mailto:bccawilson@yahoo.com
https://giv.li/w063gb
https://giv.li/w063gb
https://giv.li/w063gb
https://giv.li/w063gb
https://www.hollygrovechristian.com/
https://www.hollygrovechristian.com/
https://www.hollygrovechristian.com/
https://www.hollygrovechristian.com/


◄ October November 2021 December ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

B - Birthday 1 Ladies Bible  
Study - 10:00 a.m. 

 

Justin & Ashley 

Longo - Anniversary 

 
 

2 Adult Choir 
Practice - 7:00 
p.m. 

 
Joe Swann - B 
 

3 Adult Bible  
Study - 11:00 a.m.  
  

Christian Youth  
Fellowship (CYF) 
Study/Meeting - 6:30 
p.m.  
  
Adult Bible Study - 
6:30 p.m. 
 
Fran Grimm - B 

4  
 

5 Jim Britton - B  

  

Shawn &  
Tammy Smith - 
Anniversary  
 
 

6  
 

7 Daylight Saving Time Ends 
 

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. 
  

Worship Service - 10:30 a.m. and 
CW&W Program (All Saints Day 
Sunday, Veterans’ Day Sunday 
and the Holly Grove Crafters’ 
Items will be blessed) 
 

Last Day to collect Blankets, 
Socks, etc. for Springfield CC 
 
CYF CROP Hunger Walk (group will 
meet in Richmond at 1:00 p.m.) 

8 Ladies Bible  
Study - 10:00 a.m. 

(New four- week 
study begins called 
“I’m Waiting, God”) 
  

Crystal Clough - B  
Lydia Lloyd - B   
Eric Welton - B  
Paige Welton - B  
  

Robert & Suzanne 
Bowman - 
Anniversary 
 

9 Adult Choir 
Practice - 7:00 
p.m. 
 
Kennedy Owens 

- B 
 

10 Adult Bible  
Study - 11:00 a.m.  
  

Christian Youth  
Fellowship (CYF) 
Study/Meeting - 6:30 
p.m.  
  
Adult Bible Study - 
6:30 p.m. 
 
CWF Meeting - 7:00 
p.m.  
 
Cameron & Katharine  
Lipscomb - Anniv. 

11 Crafters’  
Mission Circle - 
6:30 p.m. 
 
Veterans’ Day 
(Please fly your 
American Flag)  

 
 

Avery Clough - B  
 

 
 

12  
 

13  
 

14 HeBrews Coffee - 9:00 a.m. 

(Come out early for donuts, 

coffee, and fabulous fellowship!) 

 

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. 
  
Worship Service - 10:30 a.m. and 
CW&W Program (Missions will 
receive our Thanksgiving Special 
Offering and Deadline for OCC 
Shoeboxes to be at church) 
 
CYF will stay after Church to 
prepare OCC shoeboxes for 
delivery 

15 Ladies Bible  
Study - 10:00 a.m.  

 
 

16 Adult Choir 
Practice - 7:00 
p.m. 
 
Jane Miller - B  
 
 

17 Adult Bible Study 
- 11:00 a.m.  
 

Board Meeting - 7:00 
p.m.  
 

NO CYF Meeting or 
Evening Adult Bible 
Study 
 

Micah Smith - B  
 
 

18 Michael 

Owens - B 
 

19 Missions 
Committee - 6:00 
p.m. (baskets for 
shut-ins 
prepared) 
 
Blakely  
Luciano - B  
 
 

20 Jarrett 

Grimm - B  
Gavin Longo - B 

Shyanne 

McNally - B   
  
Matthew &  
Jessica Bagby -
Anniversary   
 

21 Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. 

  
Worship Service - 10:30 a.m. and 
CW&W Program (Thanksgiving 
Service and last day for Missions 
to receive our Thanksgiving 
Special Offering) 
 
Worship Committee will decorate 
for Christmas after the Service 

22 Ladies Bible  
Study - 10:00 a.m.  

 
 

23 Adult Choir 
Practice - 7:00 
p.m. 
 
Tripp  
Luciano - B   
  

Tommy & Mary 
Anne Barlow -
Anniversary  

24 Adult Bible Study 
- 11:00 a.m. and 6:30 
p.m.  
 
NO CYF Meeting  
 

Don and Carolyn  
Richardson - 

Anniversary  

25 

 
 

NO Crafters’ 
Meeting 

 

26 Nancy  
Lloyd - B  

27 Pruners 

Food Pantry 

open - 9:00 a.m. 

to 10:00 a.m. 
 

28 Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. 

  
Worship Service - 10:30 a.m. and 
CW&W Program (First Sunday of 
Advent) 
 
Clay Hart - B 

29 Ladies Bible  
Study - 10:00 a.m.  

 
 

30 Adult Choir 
Practice - 7:00 
p.m. 

 
Katharine  
Lipscomb - B  

 

 

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/October-2021
https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/December-2021


 

◄ November December 2021 January ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

B - Birthday   1 Adult Bible  
Study - 11:00 a.m.  
  
Christian Youth  
Fellowship (CYF) 
Study/Meeting - 
6:30 p.m. 
  
Adult Bible Study - 
6:30 p.m.  

2 Bill Baxter - B   

 
 

3 Kim Lacy - B  

Jason & Jaimie  
Snead - 

Anniversary   

 
 

4 Cindy Swann - B 
 

5 Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. 

  
Worship Service - 10:30 a.m. 
and CW&W Program 
(Second Sunday of Advent) 
 
Deadline for collecting 
donations for the Pruners 
Food Pantry “Christmas 
Meal Boxes” and for the Fair 
Winds Group Home for Boys 
($10 and $20 Walmart Gift 
Cards) 
 

Joey Barnes - B   
Sal Luciano - B   

6 Ladies Bible  
Study - 10:00 a.m. 

(New three-week 

study begins 

called “The 

Purpose of 

Christmas”)  

 
 

7 Adult Choir 
Practice - 7:00 
p.m. 

 
Kevin “KJ” Jackson 

- B 

Rachel Smith - B 
 

8 Adult Bible  
Study - 11:00 a.m.  
  
Christian Youth  
Fellowship (CYF) 
Study/Meeting - 
6:30 p.m.  
  
Adult Bible Study - 
6:30 p.m.  

 
CWF Meeting - 7:00 
p.m.  

9 Crafters’  
Mission Circle - 
6:30 p.m. (Last 
meeting of the 
year) 

 
 

10  
 

11 Dillon Hollins - B    
 
 

12 Sunday School - 9:30 

a.m. 
  
Worship Service - 10:30 a.m. 
and CW&W Program (Third 
Sunday of Advent)  
 
Missions will receive our 
Christmas Special Offering 
 
Live Nativity - 4:00 p.m., 
Soup Dinner - 5:00 p.m. with 
Santa visiting the Children at 
the Gazebo (outside event 
with weather permitting - 
more details to come) 

13 Ladies Bible  
Study - 10:00 a.m. 

 

Pastor Andrew 

Rose - B 

 
 

14 Adult Choir 
Practice - 7:00 
p.m. 

 
Hugh Wilson - B  
 
 

15 Adult Bible  
Study - 11:00 a.m.  
  
Christian Youth  
Fellowship (CYF) 
Study/Meeting - 
6:30 p.m. 
  
Adult Bible Study - 
6:30 p.m.  
 
Lucas Ryland Lloyd 

(First Birthday) 
 

16  
 

17  
 

18 Pruners Food 

Pantry open - 9:00  
a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
 
 Jordan Bagby - B  
  
Douglas & Fran Grimm -       

Anniversary        

 
 

19 Sunday School - 9:30 

a.m. 
  
Worship Service - 10:30 a.m. 
and CW&W Program 
(Fourth Sunday of Advent 
and last day for Missions to 
receive our Christmas 
Special Offering) 

20 Ladies Bible  
Study - 10:00 a.m. 

(Last Day of Bible 

Study for the 

year) 

 
 

21 Adult Choir 
Practice - 7:00 
p.m. 
 
Dianne  
Montgomery - B  

 
Winter Begins 

 

 
 
 

22 NO CYF Meeting 

or Adult Bible 

Studies 

 

Caleb Franklin - B 

Jane-Evan Ward - B 

 
 

23 Barbara 

Goolsby - B  

 
 

24 Christmas 
Eve Service - 
11:00 p.m. 
 

25  

 

26 Sunday School - 9:30 

a.m. 
  
Worship Service - 10:30 a.m. 
and CW&W Program 

27  

 
 

28 NO Adult Choir 
Practice 
 
Caroline Bagby - B  
Gracie Jeanne 
Goolsby - B  

29 NO CYF Meeting 
or Adult Bible 
Studies 
 

30 Lorraine 

Klein - B  

 
 

31 New Year’s 
Eve 
 

 

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/November-2021
https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/January-2022
https://www.pngall.com/merry-christmas-png/download/25701
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


 

Highlights from the September 15, 2021 

 Board Meeting  
Chairman Dianne Montgomery called the meeting to order 

with a prayer. Eighteen members were present.  

 

Rhonda Gorman presented the Treasurer’s Report dated July 1 

through August 31, 2021. There was $98,051.69 in the general 

operating funds. There was $22,619.85 in receipts and 

$12,091.99 in disbursements. We have $1,120.00 in 

Designated Funds which includes $600.00 in the Samaritan 

Fund. We have $13,294.20 in the parsonage Savings Account 

and we have $178,599.85 in CD’s. Report was accepted. 

 

Mary Anne Barlow presented the Cemetery Treasurer’s 

Report dated July 1 through September 14, 2021. Current 

Principal Amount in CD (not to be used for upkeep) is 

$26,935.00 with $700.00 being held to place in a CD. The 

current amount in General Checking (to be used for general 

maintenance for the cemetery) is $22,131.78. Report was 

accepted. 

 

Associate Pastor and Chairman of Christian Education Andy 

Rose reported that the CW&W and Sunday School classes 

are back in session. The CYF is going great, they have two 

Library Boxes installed and Family Fun night went well and 

they collected donations for the Louisa Resource Council.  

 

Dawn Lipscomb, Chairman of Hospitality said they are 

having the HeBrews Coffee once a month.  

 

Dana Crawford, Missions Chairman reported that the 

Reconciliation Offering will be taken, and UNICEF offering 

will be taken on October 31st. 

 

Jeff Clough, Property Chairman reported that the playground 

equipment is in bad shape. Jeff will check on the cost of a 

new set; we probably don’t want a wooden set anymore. 

Need door mats for all outside doors. 

 

Steve Montgomery, member of the Stewardship and 

Evangelism Committee reported that we will have Hanover 

Harmony Chorus on October 3rd with cookies and ice cream 

afterwards. UPDATE: It was a wonderful evening of music! 

 

Cindy Wilson, Worship Committee Chairman reported that 

the group will meet on October 24th to plan Christmas.  

 

Patricia Hicks with the CWF gave a report of projects done.  

 

Pastor Bob Lane said the Bible Study on Wednesday 

morning is going well with six in attendance and the 

Wednesday evening Bible Study averages about nine and that 

group will start a new twelve-week study.  

 

Chairman Dianne has met with Pastor Bob and his Covenant 

with the Church has been signed for another year.  

 

The Congregational Care Committee needs to schedule a 

meeting with Associate Pastor Andy regarding his Covenant 

with the church, which is due for renewal in December.  

 

After discussion, it was decided that leaders of CW&W and 

Bible Study did not have to be church members, but a church 

member will assist.  

 

 

 

Vice Chairman Tammy Mayo reported that the Church Financial 

Audit had been completed.  

 

Chairman Dianne gave Carolyn Bagby permission to have the piano 

tuned. UPDATE: Done on September 24th. 

 

After the passing of James Noel, church trustee, the Board voted to 

have Mary Alice Noel take this position. This was probably done 

sometime in 2015. A letter needs to be sent to the Louisa County 

Circuit Court stating that she is the new Trustee. A copy of the board 

minutes, with this vote, needs to be attached to the letter. 

 

A lot of discussion was held on the sale of the parsonage and 

renovation of the sanctuary. The trustees had met, and their vote was 2 

to 1 to sell. An appraisal of $230,000.00 was made in June. No costs 

to renovate the sanctuary have been secured. Andy and Jeff will work 

on the steeple repair. Pastor Bob stated that we may want to check out 

the Disciples Board of Church Extension that makes loans for 

renovation. Steve Montgomery will investigate this. It was decided to 

table the motion that we sell the parsonage until we know the cost of 

sanctuary renovation.  

 

Steve and Dianne will check on the cost for a privacy fence at the 

cemetery. Board prefers vinyl and the area is about 330 feet long. 

 

Food Pantry will remain open once a month. 

 

Each Committee Chair needs to look at the members on their 

committee and see who would like to continue serving on that 

committee. Lists are very old and need to be updated. 

 

It was decided that we would not try to have a Sunday School picnic 

this year. 

 

No mask mandate has been made, but the board wants to encourage 

the wearing of them due to the number of children we now have 

coming, especially to the Children’s Worship and Wonder time. 

 

Dawn Lipscomb asked what we wanted to do about having Trunk of 

Treats this year. She stated that the Ruritan was having it on Oct. 29th 

and thought perhaps those that wanted, could join them. Rhonda 

Gorman will check on details. UPDATE: Church participated with the 

Ruritan Club on Friday, October 29th and it was a great evening! 

 

Pastor Bob closed with prayer. 

 

 

Highlights from the Called Board Meeting  

October 3, 2021 
Dianne Montgomery called the meeting to order. The Board met to 

discuss three issues: Compensation for Hanover Harmony, grinding of 

pine stumps at the cemetery and the proposed fencing for the 

cemetery. It was decided to give $250.00 to Hanover Harmony. The 

Board discussed the fencing around two sides of the cemetery and 

discussed two quotes and decided to go with Hercules Fencing that 

had done the playground fencing. Steve Montgomery is in the process 

of getting bids for the stump grinding. Decision was made to allow 

$12,000.00 for grinding and fencing to be done. The fence will run 

along the back side of the cemetery where our property joins the Day 

Care Center property, from the pines to the corner and along the side 

where Denver and Vickie lived. It will connect with the gray storage 

shed. The money will be taken from the Cemetery General fund. 

    
                                   



 

Andy’s Corner  

“The best and most effective criticism of the bad is the practice of the good” 

Every Monday morning (and Tuesdays also when it’s football season) when I go into the office, the first 15-30 

minutes of the day is consumed by my coworkers recounting the successes and failures of their favorite sports 

teams over the weekend. While I am not really a sports fan, I don’t even have a favorite NFL team, I can’t help 

but giggle at all the “Monday morning quarterbacks” and their ability to regurgitate ESPN talking points and 

statistics, and to argue the merits (or lack thereof) of this coach or that athlete. As a species we are often very 

critical of each other and ourselves, I doubt that dogs spend much time thinking about things like this (which 

is probably why they are usually so happy) but we humans seem to take a special delight in making critiques 

from the comfort of our presumed difference or superiority. I will say that I do prefer the sports talk over the 

political talk, although they are much the same, everyone thinks you must pick one “team” and then hate the 

other “team” regardless of the fact there are good players on both sides, but perhaps that is a sermon for 

another day. The point for this writing is that we often focus on the faults of others, and the bad things in our 

world and society so that we don’t have to face the bad within ourselves. We make judgements on folks for all 

sorts of things, and then issue punishment in the form of ignoring others, withholding our love, or in some 

cases being outright mean to others because they don’t fit in our view of what is good, or we think that by 

somehow shaming or shunning them they will change and conform to our vision of good and proper. In short, 

I hear a lot of people talking about what is bad, but I don’t see a lot of people practicing the good. Following in 

the footsteps of Christ is not about making ourselves judges or enforcers of a moral code but about living out 

the deeper morals of compassion and grace, transforming and being transformed through and by the radical 

and limitless love of God, becoming that lamp to the world by showing the world there is another way 

through our actions. How many times do we lament the falling away of community togetherness, the ability to 

find common ground and compromise in our politics, the struggles our educators face, and the seeming 

endless cycle of poverty and abuse…yet if we just complain or criticize and don’t respond by doing the work, 

and showing how to respond with the qualities Jesus embodied… are we not as much to blame as anyone? So, 

my dear friends, make a conscious effort the next time you see or hear something “bad” do not respond in 

kind, but try to respond by demonstrating the good. There is a quote that is often attributed to Mahatma 

Gandhi that goes “Be the change you want to see in the world” which is actually an abbreviated paraphrase 

from his actual statement of “We but mirror the world. All the tendencies present in the outer world are to be 

found in the world of our body. If we could change ourselves, the tendencies in the world would also change. 

As a man changes his own nature, so does the attitude of the world change towards him. This is the divine 

mystery supreme. A wonderful thing it is and the source of our happiness. We need not wait to see what others 

do.” What he is saying is that if we transform or change how we perceive and interact with the world, instead 

of the other way around, then the world can and will change…practice the good! Now if you don’t believe 

Gandhi, or me, then I invite you to stop and open your bible to Romans 12 and I believe you will find that the 

Apostle Paul is in agreement. Together, we can be that change, together we are the body of Christ, the King of 

Peace, the embodiment of God’s love and grace. Amen. 

Peace be with you, 

Andy 

 
Cell Phone Number: 804-512-5153/Email Address: nrfarmshg@gmail.com 
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Elder and Deacon Serving List 

November 7, 2021 - January 2, 2022 
Group I 

Billy Lloyd 

Nancy Lloyd 

Robert Bowman 

Steven Klein  

Thomas Klein 

Josh Lloyd 

Group I will be serving: November 14 

                          December 5   

                               December 26                 

          Group II 
Tammy Mayo 

Gwen Rose 

Donna Davis 

Steve Montgomery 

Hunter Trayer 

Byron Wilson 

Group II will be serving: November 21 

                                           December 12                                     

                                      January 2                                                                   
                                     Group III 

Jane Harris 

Pam Hart 

John Kruep 

Matthew Kruep 

Dawn Lipscomb 

Zach Lipscomb 

Group III will be serving: November 7

                                   November 28                                                        

                                                     December 19                                          
__________________________________ 

CW&W Program Schedule 
November 7th: Storyteller: Suzanne Bowman 
 Greeter: Carrie Vincze (Exile and Return #15) 

November 14th: Storyteller: Dawn Lipscomb 

 Greeter: Katherine Lipscomb (Jonah and the Whale) 

 November 21st: Storyteller: Nancy Lloyd 

 Greeter: Gwen Rose (How the Church Tells Time #16) 

November 28th: Storyteller: Assoc. Pastor Andy Rose 

 Greeter: Steve Montgomery (Advent I #17) 

December 5th: Storyteller: Suzanne Bowman 

  Greeter: Carrie Vincze (Advent II #18) 

December 12th: Storyteller: Dawn Lipscomb 

  Greeter: Katherine Lipscomb (Advent III #19) 

December 19th: Storyteller: Nancy Lloyd 

  Greeter: Gwen Rose (Advent IV #20) 

December 26th: Storyteller: Assoc. Pastor Andy Rose 

  Greeter: Steve Montgomery (Advent V #21) 

What is Advent?  
 As we come to the season called Advent, we thought you 

might like to know a little more about this season and be 

reminded of its history. 
  

The word ADVENT means “coming” or arrival. In its basic 

meaning it refers to the historical coming of Christ into 

human form two thousand years ago. Its meaning has also 

come to include his coming in Word and Spirit into the 

heart of the believer. The season of Advent challenges us 

to fulfill John the Baptist’s exhortation: “Prepare ye the way 

of the Lord.” (Matthew 3:3)  
  

In the ninth century Advent assumed its present form and 

began with the Sunday nearest November 30th (the feast of 

St. Andrew). In Western Christendom the season of Advent 

always included the four Sundays before Christmas. The 

liturgical color purple is used during this season as the 

Church anticipates the coming of its King. In this case 

purple is symbolic of royalty.  
  

In order that the real Advent spirit of joyous anticipation 

may not be lost in the commercial excitement, which 

precedes Christmas, many Churches of every 

denomination have attempted to make their members more 

mindful of Advent as a season of spiritual preparation.  

 

HGCC Social Media Platforms 

  
(Stay in touch with Church activities 

and get information you may need.) 
 

Church Website is www.hollygrovechristian.com 

Instagram Page: Hgcc1873 

Facebook Friend: “Holly Grove Christian Church” 

(There are also two private Facebook pages. There is     

the “Holly Grove Christian Church Private Prayer & 

Study Group” for sharing prayer concerns, reflections, 

and other information that we may not wish to put out 

to the world on the regular Facebook page and there is 

the “HGCC Youth Connections” group that is geared 

towards keeping youth and parents of youth informed 

and connected.) 

   Church Closing or Delay  
If we should have inclement weather, please turn your TV 

to Channel 6 and watch for closing information. We will also 

send out an email, post on Facebook (if possible, depending 

on internet access) and make calls to those who attend 

regularly if church is closed.

 

 

http://www.hollygrovechristian.com/


 

Recent Holly Grove Happenings  

                           
       The above picture was taken recently at the Multi-District Clergy Day Retreat at      More beautiful decorating in our 

 Bon Air Christian Church. Associate Pastor Andrew Rose and Pastor Don Richardson      Church sanctuary thanks to Pam Hart. 

                                                        attended and are pictured. 

 

            
       We had a wonderful evening of music and fellowship on Sunday, October 3rd with the        Our CYF placed their second Library 

                                             men’s choral group Hanover Harmony.                Box at the Church. Take a book or  

             leave a book! 

 

 
The Trick-or-Treating Community Event on Friday, October 29th at the Holly Grove Ruritan Club with the Ruritans, Church,  

Fire Department and Rescue Squad participating together was a huge success! There were at least 200 children participating! 

 

If you should have any articles or pictures for the next newsletter, please give to Cindy Wilson or email to bccawilson@yahoo.com. 

 

 


